TAB INVESTIGATIVE 
SUMMARY 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


IAB CASE NUMBER SH2006926 


On Tuesday, February 29, 2000, Sergeants Anthony Ward and Debra Lenhart, alon 
wane Karyn Mannis of the Internal Affairs Bureau, responded to Sanaa 
in the County area of Los Angeles regarding a Deputy Involved Shooting - Non 
Hit. Deputies Bruce Lang and Greg McKnight from the Civil Litigation Unit also 
responded to the scene. This incident involved Deputies from the Special Enforcement 
Bureau who were serving a search warrant, for a murder suspect, at the location 
regarding a murder which occurred in the City of Paramount. 


IAB NOTE: The shooting suspect in this case was not involved in the 
Paramount murder. 


The summary of this incident is based on information obtained from reports, 
memoranda, and other documents regarding Century File number 400-03990-2151- 
055, and interviews of Special Enforcement personnel, and other witnesses at the 
scene by Homicide and IAB investigators. 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL 
Riggin, Jeff, A Deputy Sheriff, SEB 
Young, Christopher, Deputy Sheriff, SEB 
Deputy Sheriff, SEB 
Erickson, Robert, i Deputy Sheriff, SEB 


Deputy Sheriff, SEB 
Deputy Sheriff, SEB 
Deputy Sheriff, SEB 
Sergeant, SEB 


Lefever, Michael 
Harris, Tom, 
Smith, Robert, 
Ewell, Jack, 
SUSPECT INFORMATION 


Sarmiento, Sergio Jesus, MH/18, Booking #6376257 


Suspect Sarmiento} In 1998, he was 


WITNESSES 
Vilander, Dana, Deputy Sheriff, ESD 
Ascherin, Terry, Deputy Sheriff, ESD 
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Seay Deputy Sheriff, SEB K-9 
Civilian 
Civilian 
Civilian 
Civilian 
Civilian 
Civilian 
Civilian 
Civilian 
Civilian 


INJURIES 
There were no injuries sustained by anyone during this incident. 
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 


For a complete listing of physical evidence refer to pages 20-39 of the Homicide Bureau 
shooting book. 


INVESTIGATOR’S NOTES 

Based on reports submitted, three expended shell casings from the AK-47 rifle were 
found. Based on the number of shell casings found, deputies fired approximately 144 
rounds from their duty weapons. Their weapons were not inventoried and an accurate 
number of rounds fired by each deputy could not be determined. 


An AK-47 and ammo were recovered from the location. 


WEAPONS USED BY DEPUTY PERSONNEL 


Members of the Special Enforcement Bureau used a Heckler and Koch model MP5, 9 
mm caliber submachine gun or a Colt AR-15 model A2, 223 Remington caliber 
semiautomatic rifle during this incident. The ammunition used was either “9mm WIN" or 
“223 WIN.” For a full listing of weapons and serial numbers refer to the Homicide 
Bureau shooting book, page 92. 


WEAPON USED BY SUSPECT 


The weapon used by the suspect was a Romarm/Cugir 7.63 x 39 mm semiautomatic 
rifle, model Romak 99, serial number 


PROPERTY DAMAGE 
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The following property damage occurred during the service of the search warrant and 
the shooting: The front security door was pulled off, numerous windows were broken 
out, and there were bullet holes to the front door, exterior and interior walls, and 
miscellaneous items inside the house. 


After the occupants were removed, the deputies drove the TRV vehicle up to the front 
door to ensure a safe entry. To accomplish this, the front chain link fence was run over 
with the TRV vehicle. 

There was no damage to any of the neighboring houses. 


CRIMINAL CHARGES FILED 


The investigation was handled Sergeants Howell and Purcell. They filed this case on 3- 
20-00 with the District Attorney's office at the Criminal Courts Building. The charges 
filed against suspect Sarmiento were four counts of 664/187 PC on a Peace Officer and 
four counts of 245 (D) (3) PC. 


Sarmiento pled guilty at his preliminary hearing to 1 count of 245(B) PC and 1 count of 
12022.5(A)(1) PC, and is currently incarcerated in State Prison. He was sentenced to 
six years. 


LIGHTING AND WEATHER CONDITIONS 


This incident occurred at approximately 0700 hours. It was a sunny clear day. 


All members of the Special Enforcement Bureau assigned to 
serve the search warrant on February 29, 2000, were present 
during the briefing. All members of the team were briefed 
regarding the location and the murder suspect. SEB personnel 
were informed by Homicide Detective Graves that the location 
was the home of a narcotics dealer. The team members were 
also told that some of the people inside the location were 
involved in a murder that occurred in the city of Paramount. 
They were also advised that the location had been the target of 
two or three attempted home invasion robberies in the past six 
to eight months. The occupants of the house had been able to 
repel the suspects attempting to commit the home invasions. The 
occupants were known to be in possession of at least one high- 
powered rifle and an eighteen year old male Hispanic was seen 
firing an AK-47 into the air on the past New Year's Eve. 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 3 OF 12 SH 2006926 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL 


Deputy Jeffrey Riggin is assigned to the Special Enforcement Bureau (SEB), Gray 
Team, as a scout. He said the Special Enforcement Bureau was serving a search 
warrant at the location as part of a murder investigation. Riggin said, based on the 
information provided by the Homicide investigators, a tactical plan was developed and 
all SEB members were briefed prior to the beginning of this operation. Riggin said that 
a search warrant announcement was tape recorded by an SEB team member in both 
English and Spanish. He said this tape was played over the public address system by 
the SEB canine handler. Riggin said he and SEB members arrived at the location at 
approximately 0701 hours on Tuesday, 02-29-2000. As soon as the team began 
exiting the SEB truck, he overheard Sergeant Ewell give the order for the search 
warrant announcement to be played. Riggin said he heard the announcement being 
played as he and the team began approaching the front of the location. 


Riggin said that all the radio cars parked in front of the location were clearly marked as 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's black and white vehicles. Also, all Deputies assigned the 
SEB team were dressed in SEB team attire. 


Riggin said he and the team members went through their usual procedures of 
preparing to force entry into the house. Hooks were placed on the security front door of 
the location in preparation for it to be pulled open. Riggin said as this was happening 
SEB team members were yelling, “Sheriff's Department” and “Search Warrant’ as the 
announcement was playing over the public address system. 


Riggin said there was no response from anyone inside the house and the order was 
given to port the front window and to pull the security door. He said SEB members 
ported the front window and the security door was pulled away. Riggin said that as this 
was happening, he was on the second step up to the front porch, in line with the front 
door of the location. Riggin heard what he believed to be a gunshot. At the same time 
he saw a hole appear in the front door and wood splinter around the hole (See Exhibit 
B). Riggin realized that the gunshot had come from within the house through the front 
door toward him and other SEB members. Riggin notified other team members via his 
radio that there was “shots fired.” 


Riggin said he believed that his life and the lives of his SEB members were in jeopardy. 
He fired a burst from his H & K MP-5 machine gun through the front door in the area he 
perceived the threat had come from. As he did this, he began backing away from the 
front of the location. He said while backing away, he overhead another SEB team 
member say something similar to there being a “suspect” inside the home “armed with 
an AK-47 rifle.” 


Riggin said things were happening rapidly at this point. He said other SEB members 
were firing their weapons into the location in the area where the assault had originated. 
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He said he gave the order for everyone move to a predetermined “rally point.” Riggin 
said that as he and the other members moved to the “rally point,” he fired two additional 
bursts from his MP-5. He described these burst as cover fire because there was no 
cover in the front yard area and he felt that everyone was very vulnerable. He said that 
based on his observations and what he had heard, the suspect was firing an assault 
rifle and none of the SEB members were wearing body armor that could defeat the 
caliber of weapon being fired at them. Riggin believes he fired approximately 10 rounds 
from his MP-5 rifle. 


Sergeant Jack Ewell is assigned to the Special Enforcement Bureau as the Gray Team 
leader. Ewell said that at the briefing he pre-assigned Deputy [J canine handler, 
to play the pre-recorded announcement in both English and Spanish. Ewell said the 
announcement was being played over the PA system as SEB members were 
approaching the front of the location. He said as team members approached the front 
of the location, he heard members identifying themselves as Deputy Sheriffs, stating 
the reason they were there and demanding entry. Ewell said the team had taken 
precautions to identify themselves because of the high-risk situation. 


Ewell said approximately 20 to 25 seconds had elapsed and there was no response 
from the interior of the location. He said he decided to initiate entry into the location 
and a diversionary tactic of flash bangs were implemented at the rear of the location. 
Ewell said a window was ported, so that members could see inside the location. Ewell 
said he heard an SEB member say, “Suspect has a AK-47.” He said he saw the 
suspect with a rifle and then heard a shot. He saw the wood splinter to his left and then 
saw the suspect pointing the rifle at the ported window. Ewell said the suspect was 
approximately 20 feet away from the window and advancing toward them. He said he 
feared for his life and the members of his team and he fired four to five rounds from his 
MP-5 toward the suspect. Ewell said he began to evacuate to the predesignated rally 
point at the ambulance, which was parked just south of the residence. 


Ewell said after the suspect was taken into custody, he overheard the suspect tell an 
SEB member, “Sorry | shot at you one time.” 


Deputy Michael Lefever is the training deputy at the Special Enforcement Bureau and 
was assigned to assist the Gray team on 02-29-00. He said when he and the other 
team members arrived at the location, the prerecorded tape was being played over the 
PA system. He deployed at the west-facing window near the one/four corner of the 
home. He said other SEB members were approaching the front of the house and were 
yelling that the Sheriff's Department was present and serving a search warrant. After 
approximately 25-30 seconds and no response from the interior of the location, the 
fortified front door was pulled away. Lefever said he broke out the southwest window 
as this was occurring. 


Lefever said there were curtains blocking his view into the home after he ported the 
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window. He reached out and began clearing the curtains from the window when he 
heard one gunshot being discharged from inside the location. He looked inside the 
location but did not see anyone. He said a short time later, as he looked inside, he saw 
a suspect appear in a doorway area. Lefever said the suspect was running diagonally 
across this doorway area. He saw the suspect firing an AK-47 rifle in a fanning type 
maneuver toward his position at the window and towards the front door of the home. 
Lefever said that because he was clearing the curtains, his weapon was not in the 
ready position and he ducked below the window frame. 


Lefever said he believed that the suspect had fired three to five rounds and he felt 
vulnerable in his position when he saw the suspect firing the rifle. He said he stood up, 
shouldered his MP-5 rifle and fired two short bursts toward the location he had seen the 
suspect. He said that as he did this he heard gunshots going off all around him. He 
was unsure if these gunshots were being fired by other SEB members or from the 
suspect. He said after firing the two short bursts, he vaulted a fence to the south of his 
position and went to the rally point. 


Deputy Christopher Young is assigned to the Special Enforcement Bureau. He said 
that as the team deployed at the location, a tape recorded announcement was being 
played over the public address system from one of the radio cars. He said the 
announcement was in Spanish and English, and other deputies were yelling “Sheriffs 
Department.” He said as the front door was being pulled and the front window was 
being ported, another team member yelled that the suspect had an AK-47. He said as 
soon as he heard the warning, he saw what he described as gunshot rounds coming 
through the front door of the location. 


Young said he saw Deputy Harris firing his rifle into the location through the front 
window. Young said, he felt that his life as well as the other team members were in 
danger because he knew that none of them was wearing body armor that could defeat 
an AK-47 round. Young said he fired his weapon into the residence as he retreated to 
the rallying point. Young said he fired approximately four or five rounds in total from his 
MP-5 rifle. Young said SEB members began preparing for a barricaded suspect 
situation when the occupants began exiting the house. 


Deputy EEE is assigned to the Special Enforcement Bureau. He said that an 
announcement was being made, in English and Spanish, via the public address system 
as the team deployed at the location. He said the front window was ported and he was 
reaching for the ram to force entry to the front door when he heard a single gunshot and 
saw the wood splinter on the front door. He said that based on his training, he believed 
the gunshot to have come from an AK-47 rifle and that his life was in danger. He said 
he fired his MP-5 into the house to protect his life and the lives of his team members. 
He said as he fired into the house, he retreated to the designated rally point. Young 
said he fired approximately sixty rounds in total. 
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Deputy Robert Erickson is assigned to the Special Enforcement Bureau. He said a 
tape recorded announcement message was being played and the deputies were 
shouting their presence as the team deployed at the location. He was responsible for 
ensuring that the rope to pull the front door did not get caught on the fence. He said 
the door was pulled and he was approaching the front window of the location as it was 
being ported. He said as the window was being ported, he heard gunshots coming 
from inside the location. He believed that he was being fired upon and heard three to 
five shots. He said he and other members of the team began to fire short bursts from 
their MP-5 weapons into the location as they retreated to the rally point. Erickson said 
he was on the entry team that entered the location once all occupants had exited and 
that an AK-47 rifle was found in the attic by Deputy Riggin. 


Deputy Tom Harris is assigned to the Special Enforcement Bureau. He said he was 
responsible for placing the hooks on the front iron security door. He said the search 
warrant announcement tape was being played as the team deployed. Harris said that 
after attaching the hooks, he positioned himself at the southwest corner of the location. 
He was standing near the front window as it was being ported. He said he looked into 
the window and saw the suspect holding an AK-47 rifle. The suspect approached the 
front window and fired two rounds in his direction. Harris said he tripped as he moved 
toward the window and fell against the residence. He said he raised his MP-5 rifle 
above his head and began to fire into the location in the direction of the suspect. He 
said he believed that the suspect was going to shoot him and their protective vest could 
not stop the rounds fired from an AK-47. He said he fired all 29 rounds from his 
weapon and began to reload when he heard Deputy Riggin tell the team to go to the 
rally point. Harris said other team members were laying down cover fire and he did not 
fire his weapon again as he moved to the rally point. 


Harris said the team was shortly advised that the occupants would be exiting. Harris 
said he identified the suspect although he had changed his shirt. He said he was 
advised by the entry team that an AK-47 rifle had been found in the attic. 


Deputy Robert Smith is assigned to the Special Enforcement Bureau. He said that 
prior to the execution of the warrant, a traffic stop was initiated on a female who had left 
the residence early in the morning. Smith said he was advised that any children inside 
the location would be gone prior to the search warrant being executed. He said he was 
responsible for placing the hooks on the front iron security door. Smith said that the 
predesignated announcement was being played as the team approached the location. 


Smith said after setting the hook, he moved to the southwest corner of the location. He 
said he noticed that Deputy Lefever had breached the southwest window and had 
pulled the curtains back. Smith said he heard shots and then several team members 
stating that shots were being fired. Smith said he saw the suspect coming from the 
kitchen dining room area carrying what appeared to be an AK-47 with a banana clip. 

He said the suspect was advancing on their position. 
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Smith said he lost sight of his partners, Deputies Lefever and Harris, and believed that 
they had been shot. He said the suspect continued to advance toward them and he 
fired at the suspect. Smith said he began to move back to the rally point and continue 
to use cover fire as he did so. 


WITNESS STATEMENTS 


Deputy Terry Ascherin is assigned to the Special Enforcement Bureau. He said he 
drove the TRV vehicle with the team members standing on the side skids. He said as 
he arrived in front of the location, a tape announcement was being played. He said he 
was the only member in the cab of the vehicle and watched team members deploy via 
the side view mirrors. He said once the hooks were placed on the door, he was given 
the order to pull the door. He moved forward until he felt the door give way and then 
stopped the vehicle. 


Ascherin said he heard the sounds he expected to hear. He heard radio traffic and 
flash bangs goings off. He said his attention was then drawn to what sounded like a 
large bore rifle. He said a moment later he heard several weapons discharging, 
apparently returning fire. He said he heard over the radio, “We're taking rounds,” and 
then Riggin giving the order to go to the designated rally point. Ascherin said a roll call 
was made and he was ordered to move the TRV out of the kill zone. 


Ascherin said the house was contained and a short time later all occupants exited the 
location. He said that none of the occupants he saw appeared to be injured. He said 
he heard over the radio that the suspect had told team members that he used an AK-47 
and had placed it in the attic. 


Deputy Dana Vilander is assigned to the Special Enforcement Bureau. Vilander said 
he rode to the location on the TRV and was assigned to attach the rope to the back of 
the vehicle to pull the door. He said a pre-tape recorded message in both English and 
Spanish announcing the knock and notice was being played via the PA system from the 
K-9 vehicle. He said as the door was being pulled, his attention was drawn towards the 
front door to ensure that no one was injured. He said he heard a single rifle shot that 
he recognized as not a weapon used by team members. He also heard flash bangs 
and then the sound of team members returning fire near the southwest comer of the 
location. He said team members were laying cover fire as they moved away from the 
location. 


Vilander said he heard over the radio that team members had been shot upon and 
Deputy Riggin ordering everyone to the rally point. Vilander said he untied the rope 
from the bumper of the TRV and the vehicle was moved north of the location. He said 
a short time later everyone exited the location. He said when the location was 
searched, an AK-47 was found in the attic. 
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Deputy Sis assigned to the Special Enforcement Bureau. He said he 
parked his vehicle just south of a palm tree, south of the location with his vehicle facing 
north. He said just prior to the team deploying, he began to play the announcement 
tape that he was assigned to play over his car's PA system. He said he heard the 
sound of flash bangs deploying and then several high-caliber gunshots coming from 
inside the location. [said these gunshots sounded different than what is used by 
team members. 


me: after the hearing the high-caliber gunshots, he saw team members 

returning fire toward the location as they retreated to the rally point. HB sid he 
rolled out of his vehicle and took cover at the rear driver's side tire area as several team 
members ran past him ic the entire incident took seconds. 


A FH/21, said she was inside the house when the 
incident occurred. She said she had walked her husband outside earlier in the morning 


as he left for work. She re-entered the location and went back to sleep on the floor in 
the front room. She recalled turning on the television as the children inside the location 
were preparing for school and noticed the clock above the television read 7:00 in the 
morning. She heard one of the children, possibly saying that someone was 
trying to get in and then she heard a very loud noise. 


me. as gunshots were being fired, she told her Io remain in the 
athroom. Bi: she called 9-1-1 and was told by the operator that the people 
outside of her house were deputy sheriffs. She said when the shooting began she did 


not know that the people outside were deputy sheriffs. She did not realize this until she 
and the other occupants had been ordered outside. 


aid her Sergio, had a gun which was given to him at Christmas by his 

She did not if Sergio shot the gun during this incident. She said when the 
shooting stopped, she heard deputies outside the home yelling and could see them 
through the window. 


a: people have tried to break into the location in the past. During one of 
ese Incidents Sergio had been shot in the leg by the intruders. She said the gun 
Sergio owned was a rifle. 


k i her stepfather MER. was asleep in the front room of the 

location at approximately 0030 hours. When she awoke at 0630 hours, [i 
was not there. She said that J nas sold narcotics in the past and believes 
he is still currently doing so. 


a o: is ‘he’ suspect Sergio Sarmiento. She 
said she had purchased an AK-47 in October or Sergio as a birthday present. 


She said she has never seen Sergio fire the gun, but sometime after New Year's Eve 
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Sergio told her that he attempted to fire the weapon. She said that a couple of months 
ago, Sergio had been shot by an unknown male black who was trying to steal a bicycle 
from the location. 


nis EEE were cating breakfast in the kitchen. 

went back to their bedroom andiiiiiiiiiremained in the kitchen. 

glass breaking and thought someone was trying to break into the house. He ran to the 
rear bedroom and awakened Sergio. He told Sergio that someone was trying to break 
In. 


oe Sergio pulled a gun out from underneath his bed and went toward the front 
of the house. [I said he was nervous and as he followed Sergio, he heard 
gunshots being fired. He said Sergio ran from the living room area of the home to the 
bedroom at the north side of the house. aid he dropped to the floor in the dining 
room for cover. He said he saw flashes coming from the southwest corner of the house 
and referred to the flashes as gunshots. He said he could not see out of the window 
and did not hear any yelling from outside. He said the gunshots stopped and he stood 
up, but dropped to the floor again as the shooting began again. When the shots 
stopped a second time, he ran to the bathroom of the location. He said later that 
everyone was ordered outside by the deputies. 


ae MH/13, was present inside the location when the shooting incident 
‘occurred. He said he awoke in the morning and began preparing foc school. He and 


said Sergio received the rifle from Wo November or December of 
1999. He said he saw Sergio with the rifle on New Year's Eve. He said Sergio told hm 
he was going to shoot the rifle. He said Sergio went outside, he heard several 
gunshots, and then Sergio came back into the house and said, “Happy New Year.” 


ae MH/12, was inside the location during this incident. He said he 
ad awakened that morning to prepare for school and had just finished eating breakfast 
in the kitchen. He said that as he walked through the hallway, he began to hear noises 
as if things were falling down and breaking. He said he then heard what he described 
as gunshots. He said he ran into the second bedroom and fell to the ground and 
covered himself as things began to break around him. He said he saw his 
Sergio, enter the room and he did not have anything in his hands at that time. 


Haid he noard Ms 2y not to open the door because of the news accounts 
of fake cops. He then heard Sergio say that there were deputies outside and also 


heard [calling the police on the telephone. 
me: at no time did he hear any type of announcement identifying the individuals 
a 


s police officers. He also added that at no time during this entire incident did he see 
his brother Sergio with any type of weapon in his hand. 
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FH/28, was inside the location during this incident. She said she 
was asleep inside the location and was awakened when everything happened. She 
said the children and her [iran into the bedroom and they were talking about a 
shooting. [said her [told everyone to get on the floor. She said she was 
asleep and did not know what was going on until she was awakened by all the noise. 


E: she did not hear any yelling or announcements coming from outside her 
home. She said she did hear glass breaking after shots had been fired. She said she 
did not know the origin of the gunshots. She said she was in the northeast bedroom 
when the incident began and did not see Sergio before the shooting had begun. After 
hearing shots, she saw Sergio run into the bedroom and tell everyone to get on the 
floor. She said Sergio did not have a gun when he entered the room. 


PEs aid she first learned that deputies were outside her home when hernias 
talking to the 9-1-1 operator. 


FH/38, was inside the location at the time of this incident. She said 
she was in the bathroom, with the door and window closed, preparing herself to leave 
for the day. She said when the door and window to the bathroom are closed you can 
not hear anything outside. She said that as she continued preparing herself, she heard 
shots coming into the house. She then heard what sounded like a police radio and told 
i that the police were outside. [lfsaid she heard her Il 
Sergio, tell he grabbed the gun when being advised that somebody was 
breaking into the house. She also heard Sergio tell [J “Why didn’t you realize who 
it was?” 


me. she did not hear any announcements prior to the shooting and only knew it 
was the police after the shooting started. She added that Sergio told her that he had 
shot once and then put the gun down. 


was contacted by Sergeant Robert Taylor and 
Deputy Thrall, from Century OSS. [Said she was asleep and the first sound she 
remembered hearing was what she described as a car collision. She said she did not 
hear any announcements for her neighbors to come out prior to the shooting. Once the 
shooting started, she got down on the floor and remained there until the shooting 
stopped. She dialed 9-1-1 and was told by the operator that the shooting she heard 
was the police. She said she hung up the phone and then heard the police ordering her 
neighbors out of the house. 


SEEING oa by Sergeant Robert Taylor and 
Deputy Thrall, from Century OSS. aid he was awakened by what he thought 
was loud Spanish music playing from a car speaker. He said it sounded as if the car 


had stopped directly in front of their house. Next, he heard a volley of gunshots that 
were fired about a second apart. He said this volley of gunshots were followed by a 
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bunch of gunshots which he believed were coming from a machine gun. a: 
he looked outside and saw that the police were at his neighbor's house. He had no 
further information. 


When questioned further about the Spanish music, J said it sounded more like a 
Spanish announcement aimed at his neighbor's house across the street. He had no 
further information. 


as contacted by Sergeant Robert Taylor and Deputy Thrall al 
aid he was asleep at the location on the said] room floor. He 


said he was awakened by the sound of “a lot of gunshots.” He said looked out 
of the window and told him that the police were outside. He had no further information. 


SUSPECT STATEMENTS 

After this incident occurred the suspect Sergio Sarmiento was interviewed by SEB 
team member, Deputy Sarmiento said, “No one else. | was the one that shot. | 
only shot once. | only fired once.” 


The suspect did not give a statement to the Homicide Detectives. 
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